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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Thank you! The generous support of this community made our 60th anniversary year a wonderful 
success, which made it possible to increase each scholarship to $4000. 

Twenty-one Scholarships were awarded to incredibly grateful seniors at the Senior Awards Night 
event in late spring — you can get a tiny glimpse of each young person’s passion and potential in 
their “favorite activity” statements in this newsletter. 

Finally, I want to highlight the gifts made in honor or in memory of loved ones associated with  
our school, which are listed below. We are deeply honored to celebrate and honor these past and 
current members of our school family.

Gratefully yours,

ALEX THOMAS, President

DURING THE 2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR, GIFTS WERE MADE IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF 
THESE FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES

A wonderful supporter of the  
foundation over the years, Bitsa  
Freeman (‘81) honored her father 
Gary Dykstra, who graduated in  
1955 with the first class to finish  
four years at Drake High School.

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Judy Agnew, Tim Bachmann, Greg Davison, Jacob Gran Ex Officio, Cheryll Keast, Liz Kolcun, Lisa Neumaier, 
Kathie Renick, Kevin Shea, Alex Thomas, Carolyn Vavrek, Ben Wilson Ex Officio



Since 1965, the Foundation has given out hundreds and hundreds of scholarships. 
Funding for the awards comes from annual contributions from our community and endowment income. 

Thanks for helping our students get a good start toward their college education!

DONATE TODAY AT SCHOLARSHIPFOUNDATIONAWHS.ORG

CLASS OF 2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

BACK – Eben McConnell, Chloe Dupont, Kayla Mitchell, Julian Hernandez, Sophia Lopez, Manny Cardenas Mancia,  

Frida Alarcon, Lucy Rojas Hurtado, Grecia Velasquez, June Ritter, Quoyah Nilson 

FRONT – Charleigh Clark, Lane Baker, Zoe Dvorin, Ellen Winter, Zoe Cass-Lein, Maria Pastor Garcia,  

Emily Alonzo, Caroline Orihuela, Lucas Gallagher, Max Brasler

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: LISA NEUMAIER AND JUDY AGNEW, PHOTOGRAPHER: NOLA MILLER, DESIGN: MICHELE LEE HARDING



FRIDA ALARCON
COLLEGE OF MARIN
The Faculty Scholarship

My favorite activity was the 
opportunity to be a volun-
teer and eventually become 
an employee in a dental 
office in the work field 
that I want to dedicate my 
life to. The education and 
window that this opens, 
where I get to interact with 

patients, learn dental vocabulary, work and understand 
dental insurance are valuable skills as well as consumer ser-
vice and teamwork. This job allows me to be independent, 
where I was able to balance my school and work. This made 
me realize the amazing work field, the patient care and how 
close you can get with them. The hands-on experience that 
you get every day in the dental field correlates a lot with my 
love for arts and crafts. This job motivates me every day to 
achieve my dreams of becoming a dentist.

EMILY ALONZO
LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
Gary Sorgen Arts & Athletics Scholarship

Music has always been  
a part of my life; to me, it 
has been a form of com-
munication and stability 
ever since I was a kid. 
Music, to me, wasn’t just 
about notes or scales; it 
was a way to express  
myself, like it has been 

for so many people around the world, the creativity, the 
culture. I had the opportunity to pick an instrument, 
and I took my chance with the trombone. It was the best 
decision. The communication is powerful when I play 
my trombone; it makes my problems go away into the 
mouthpiece and out of my horn, which transforms it into 
something beautiful, but I lack air. But I never quit, I was 
just too accepting that I lost air, and to understand it  
was okay to step back. This mindset not only made me 
confident, but it also showed progress.

HARRIET “LANE” BAKER
MIAMI UNIVERSITY, OHIO
Harold Allison Leadership Scholarship

Early in my junior year I decided I wanted an internship 
focused on governance. I wanted, despite my vision of what 
an ‘internship’ might entail, something with a clear purpose, 
and an impactful outcome. One of the most surprising and 
empowering moments came when I realized we were  
actually building the curriculum. Designing something 
that would be taught in classrooms caught me off guard 
but forced me to recognize that leadership doesn’t have an 
age requirement. Taking on this project would challenge 
me in ways I never anticipated. Our goal was to bring this 
lesson into public high schools, helping students under-
stand how history shapes our neighborhoods. Through 
the County Restorative Covenant Project, I learned to find 
myself, my strengths, to face complex histories and find my 
power in a place I love. I no longer see myself as a passive 
observer of policy. I’m part of the narrative now.

MAX BRASLER
UC BERKELEY
Chet Carlisle Service & Leadership Scholarship

My proudest activity that  
I still uphold today is  
The Lost & Found Project.  
It was born in 2019 
after I noticed excess and 
need co-existing in my 
community, seeing the 
overflowing bins of unused 
Lost & Found clothing at 

the middle and elementary schools that I attended while 
families nearby in areas like the Canal District struggled 
to meet basic needs. What began as collecting, washing, 
and redistributing clothing quickly became an exercise 
in operations, logistics, and trust. Since then, I have 
built partnerships with local schools, creating a reliable 
cleaning and redistribution system. This operation taught 
me that meaningful service depends on sustainability and 
shared responsibility. I’m eager to expand this learning 
and action in college where I will refine my approach to 
community partnerships and sustainable systems, serving 
the greater good.

Each of the recipients was asked which of their high school activities were the most 
meaningful. Here are their responses with the name of the scholarship each was awarded. 
You can learn more about specific scholarships on The Scholarship Foundation website.

CLASS OF 2026 SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION AWARDS
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EMANUEL “MANNY” CARDENAS MANCIA
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
Drake Alumni & Community Scholarship

My experience in the varsity 
soccer program has been the 
most meaningful chapter of 
my high school career be-
cause I’ve made a lot of new 
friends and got close with a 
lot of new people, bringing 
me a sense of community. 
Every year I have forged a 

deep, lasting friendship with teammates who started as strang-
ers. This team has allowed me and my teammates to grow 
and push together to our goals. A huge accomplishment in my 
journey with the bleach boys is making history for our soccer 
program [CIF NorCal Boys Soccer Champions]. Being a part 
of an achievement that has never been done before is some-
thing rare and super special to me. I feel that I have left a legacy 
that belongs only to me and everyone on the team, and that’s 
something that nobody will ever take away from me.

ZOE CASS-LEIN
ST. OLAF COLLEGE
Gery Gomez Athletic Excellence & Community Service

The activity that has meant the most to me throughout my 
high school career would have to be my time as a swimmer 
on North Bay Aquatics. North Bay’s mission statement is to 
“coach character and excellence through competitive swim-
ming.” As such my team serves to push me both in and out-
side of the pool to be the best version of myself. Working my 
way into the North Bay leadership program, TUNA EXCEL, 
motivated me to keep my grades up, pushed me into volun-
teering, and all-around shaped me into a community-focused 
person. All in all, North Bay has served to shape me into the 
person and athlete I am today; I look forward to making 
them proud in the next stages of my life.

CHARLEIGH CLARK
UC SANTA BARBARA
Hagen Science, Leadership & Service Scholarship 

Working at the Herban Garden 
and volunteering at the Cedars 
of Marin have meant the most 
to me because they changed 
how I connect with others. 
The Herban Garden is where 
I first learned what it meant 

to be a leader. I decided to take on more responsibility when 
the store was at risk of closing by guiding new employees 
and managing shifts. Building relationships with custom-
ers pushed me out of my comfort zone and made me more 
confident and outgoing. At the Cedars of Marin, I took on a 
different kind of leadership. Guiding jewelry-making groups 
and working closely with special needs clients taught me 
how to lead with patience and empathy, while encouraging 
independence and growth. I learned that being a leader also 
means building trust through small moments of encouragement. 
Together, these experiences taught me how to be efficient and 
lead with compassion.

CHLOE DUPONT
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
Nicholas Shea Author, Athlete & Friend Scholarship

The activity that meant 
the most to me was being 
on the girls varsity tennis 
team. Since joining my 
freshman year, practices 
and matches were what 
I looked forward to most 
during the week. I love 
being active and improv-
ing at the sport, and this 

experience helped me realize the importance of this. Being 
a part of this team also introduced me to more people, 
making me love tennis even more. My teammates and I 
cheered each other on during matches, pushed each other 
to grow, and encouraged participation in both practice and 
team events such as team dinners. When playing against 
other teams, I got the opportunity to talk and participate in 
friendly yet competitive matches with people from different 
schools. The past four years on the tennis team have left me 
feeling accomplished and reminiscent as I look back at the 
challenges overcome and jovial memories made.

ZOE DVORIN
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST
Environmental & Social Justice Scholarship

To me, the Little Wishes Club is more than a service 
project; it is a lesson in restorative justice. While systemic 
reform is vital, I’ve learned that social justice also means 
restoring the dignity and joy that long-term hospitalization 
can strip away. Witnessing our club grow from five mem-
bers to thirty taught me the power of collective empathy. 
Granting a “wish,” whether a cozy blanket or an art kit, 
doesn’t solve healthcare inequity, but it humanizes it. It 
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reminds children in the ICU that they are seen and valued. 
As co-president, this role has reshaped my leadership style. 
I’ve moved beyond mere logistics to focus on sustainability 
and quiet service, ensuring that our impact outlasts my 
time at Archie Williams. Ultimately, this club is important 
because it proves that compassion, embedded in consistent  
action, is the most direct way to advocate for others.

LUCAS GALLAGHER
UC SANTA BARBARA
Marilyn Lee Myers Journalism & Writing Scholarship

I started working on our 
school publication,  
The Pitch, during my 
freshman year. I dis-
covered a new style of 
writing that captivated 
me. I realized that there 
was an untapped side  
of journalism that we 

had not covered. I began drafting opinion articles, high-
lighting how writing with bias can be a strong section 
in our publication. From this, our Opinion Section was 
born. In my junior year, I was named Opinion Editor.  
I constructed slideshows, rubrics, and a three-page  
manual on how to write opinion articles. I guided several  
classes, teaching 46 students everything they needed to 
know about this style of writing. Building this section,  
I learned how to teach and how to implement ideas  
for a greater cause. I will forever hold a legacy with  
The Pitch as the person who initiated the Opinion  
Section and laid the foundation for its success.

JULIAN HERNANDEZ
SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY
Carl J. “Red” Brown Science & Athletics Scholarship

Football was by far the 
most impactful because 
it taught me how to lead 
and inspire others. Play-
ing all 4 years taught 
me how to achieve the 
best version of myself, 
physically and  
mentally. It helped 

me understand the meaning of having to balance out 
my schoolwork and be on top of my responsibilities in 
and outside of school. It showed me grit, the ability to 
push past my limits even when motivation was gone. It 

showed me the community, how true leadership comes 
from connection and meaningful ties with those around 
me. Football showed me discipline, the daily choice to 
be my best self, long before stepping onto the field. I don’t 
seek titles. I hold myself to a personal standard every single 
day. That standard is about showing up, earning my progress, 
and reminding those around me to reach higher.

SOPHIA LOPEZ
CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
Sue McDowell Mentor & Advocate Scholarship

I have a strong passion for being involved in my community,  
so I always try to seek out opportunities wherever I go.  
I’ve immensely enjoyed and learned from all my activities,  
but my all-time favorite, one I still commit my time to  
today, is serving as a student liaison for the Student  
Election Ambassador Program at the civic center. In this 
role, I spend my evenings and weekends motivating and 
mentoring youth to get involved in politics, organizing 
events, and learning about the election process. Leading 
the SEAP program has given me a deep sense of pride in 
helping others, increasing voter registration rates in Marin, 
and gaining firsthand experience in what it means to be 
part of local government.

EBEN MCCONNELL
UCLA
Archie Williams Scholarship

My favorite activity was 
volunteering to coach a 
CYO basketball team. 
When my old basketball 
coach reached out to me 
and my friend Jackson 
about the opportunity 
to coach the 4th grade 
Lagunitas CYO team, 

we were thrilled. To me, teaching is the most rewarding 
thing in the world, and I was excited for the chance to 
do it in a sports setting. I loved the strategy required to 
create success during practice. Once I found a balance 
between strictness and empathy, it was amazing to see 
what the kids were able to do. It was incredible to watch 
them develop skills and become united as a team. My 
favorite part was the relationships I made with the kids 
and their parents. Although the season ended, I have 
been in discussion with parents about having open gyms 
when the kids can get together and play again.

THE SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION AT ARCHIE WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL 
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KAYLA MITCHELL
LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
Joseph Biasotti Visual Art Scholarship

The activity that has meant the most to me is ballet. From 
such a young age I learned the art of expressing myself 
through an art form, and there I learned how far hard 
work and discipline can get me. These skills have al-
lowed me to excel in school and realize that I can achieve 
anything I put my mind to. I am confident that my ability 
to focus and stay motivated will carry me through my 
college education, and I am grateful to have learned this so 
young. Ballet is a place I know I can always come back to 
reground myself during challenging times and to recon-
nect with my love for the art form. I feel very lucky to have 
dance as my outlet, and for the incredible friends I have 
met there and the many lessons it has taught me.

QUOYAH NILSON
WENTWORTH INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Schaffer Maker & Explorer Scholarship

Of all of my activities, 
I feel that the car class 
CAPP (Car Appreciation  
and Preservation Program)  
has meant the most to 
me. This class has been 
a way to develop my 
love for cars and how 

they work. It was when I could actually put a name to 
what I wanted to do: mechanical engineering. It was a 
perfect balance of working with my hands, designing, 
and continuing to build and take apart new and old cars. 
But it is more than that, it is also where I have recon-
nected with old friends and made great new ones.

CAROLINE ORIHUELA
UC SAN DIEGO
Joshua Portnoy Performing Arts Scholarship

Mexico’s landscape and 
fauna are intertwined 
with the traditional art 
of dancing, Folklorico. 
Its distinct costumes 
inspired by nature and 
plant life vividly emu-

late the connection between the people and their lands. 
Folklorico has been my tool, an extension of my body to 
create art. As a national symbol of unification, it drew 

me to its full-time commitment and responsibility. It has 
supported and motivated me to continue my dedication to 
other growing obligations during high school, such as my 
duty to look after my siblings as the oldest child. Reflecting 
my own adoration, my sister has begun to follow in my 
footsteps and embrace this tradition that I am delighted to 
share with her. As the older sister that guides and mentors 
her in the scenery of Folklorico, it propels my drive to work 
hard for both my family and my group.

MARIA PASTOR GARCIA
LANEY COLLEGE
Sarkisian Arts & Engineering Scholarship

I value and love each of the 
activities I pursue outside 
of school, but the volun-
teering I do at St. Rapha-
el Parish means the most 
to me. Through tutoring 
students on Saturdays 
and selling raffle tickets 

door-to-door to raise money for Christmas gifts for families 
experiencing homelessness, I found myself welcomed into a 
vibrant community. These experiences pushed me to step 
out of my comfort zone. Working with younger students 
taught me patience and creativity, while fundraising taught 
me initiative and confidence. Even when I felt exhausted 
balancing school and volunteering, I kept going because of 
the people beside me. My favorite moments come during our 
cultural celebrations. When the Guatemalan festival for the 
Black Christ arrives and the marimba begins to play, I wear 
my traditional traje — my huipil, corte, and faja. In those 
moments, surrounded by music, food, and community,  
I feel proud of my heritage and proud to belong.

JUNE RITTER
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
Jeremy Collins Creative Spirit Scholarship

The activity that has 
impacted and inspired 
me the most was running 
for our cross country 
and track team in high 
school. Starting as a 
freshman with little to no 
experience in endurance 

sports, joining the XC/Track Team pushed me to show up as 
my authentic self and face the intense mental and physical 
growth that comes from running competitively. By running 
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through storm warnings and heat advisories, I’ve learned how 
to persevere and adapt in harsh conditions. Workouts and 
long runs strengthen my resolve to personally push myself. 
And watching my team both suffer and thrive through the 
wins and losses has taught me that every difficult day works 
toward an ultimate end goal. Running has taught me to find 
the beauty within the pain, and I know I will carry the expe-
riences, hardships, and memories with me as I graduate high 
school and continue onto college.

LUCY ROJAS HURTADO
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
Frances Parks Mentorship Scholarship

Softball is the activity that 
has meant the most to me. 
When I started, I had no 
experience, but I strove to 
learn and improve every 
day practicing before 
school and in my free 
time, until I fell in love 
with the sport. During the 

season, I broke a finger, but that didn’t stop me; I kept showing  
up, supporting my team, and staying involved because I truly 
enjoyed it. In my senior year, I underwent ACL surgery and 
couldn’t play, but I didn’t want to give up the sport I love, so 
I stayed after school as an assistant coach and even served 
as the first-base coach. Softball changed my life; it taught 
me discipline and resilience and showed me that I also enjoy 
teaching and helping others improve.

GRECIA VELASQUEZ
COLLEGE OF MARIN
Barbara McCune Spirit of Kindness & Community Scholarship

The activity that has meant the most to me is working as 
a salon assistant in my mother’s hair salon (it is not totally 
hers). This experience has been very meaningful because it 
has taught me responsibility, hard work, and communication  

skills with many different people. It has also given me 
a real understanding of how a small business operates, 
which connects to my interest in studying Business  
Management while attending cosmetology school. Although  
I have been around this environment since I was little,  
actually working there helped me understand how chal-
lenging and meaningful this profession can be. One moment 
that stayed with me was when a customer came to the salon 
feeling very depressed and insecure about herself. My mom 
and I helped her with patience and care. By the end of the 
appointment, she was crying with happiness. That experience  
showed me that cosmetology is not only about appearance, 
but also about helping people feel confident and better 
about themselves, which really motivates me.

ELLEN WINTER
UCLA
Convis Founders Scholarship

What brings me the  
most pride is being the 
captain of my lacrosse 
team. As a freshman, I 
was the youngest player 
on the varsity roster,  
surrounded by older 
teammates I deeply 
admired. I looked to  

my captains for every answer, constantly seeking their  
validation and friendship; they were my biggest role  
models. Knowing that my teammates eventually voted me 
into that same leadership position fills me with immense 
pride. Recognizing that younger players now look up to 
me has pushed me to work harder and prove I am worthy 
of their trust. Because I remember exactly what it felt like 
to be the youngest girl on the field, I understand what a 
captain’s support means. There is no individual award that 
compares to being a role model and supporting my team-
mates in the same way I was supported when I started.

WANT TO HELP? NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL! 

Beyond a check or credit card gift, you can direct an IRA contribution (and avoid taxes),  

make a future gift through your will or trust, or designate the foundation as a beneficiary in a retirement 

account, life insurance policy, etc. For more, visit scholarshipfoundationawhs.org
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Please help us go paperless. Send your 
full name, mailing address and e-mail address to: 
thescholarshipfoundation@gmail.com

THE SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  
AT ARCHIE WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL
1327 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD
SAN ANSELMO CA 94960

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

THE SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION AT 
ARCHIE WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 

THE CLASS OF 2026 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Twenty-one $4,000 scholarships are given in honor or memory of the people who have  

inspired our community over the school’s 75-year history. Recipients are selected by a committee 
on the basis of academic achievement, service to school & community, and financial need.

SCHOLARSHIPFOUNDATIONAWHS.ORG 

Please visit scholarshipfoundationawhs.org to learn more about our scholarships and to donate. 
 You can also sign up for brief quarterly email updates by clicking “subscribe” on the website menu. Thank you!

Former scholarship recipients: email us to  
let us know how you are doing!!


